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conclude that a program has the desired effect; as the standard of proof goes up, success is harder to demonstrate. We 
will provide other case studies of impact evaluations at the end of the chapter.

Is the Program Worth It?

Whatever the program’s benefits, are they sufficient to offset the program’s costs? 
Are taxpayers getting their money’s worth? What resources are required by the 
program? These efficiency questions can be the primary reason that funders 
require evaluation of the programs they fund. As a result, an efficiency analysis, 
which compares program effects with costs, is often a necessary component of an 
evaluation research project.

A cost-benefit analysis must identify the specific program costs and the 
procedures for estimating the economic value of specific program benefits. This 
type of analysis also requires that the analyst identify whose perspective will be 
used to determine what can be considered a benefit rather than a cost.

Exhibit 10.3 Impact of RSTP, DARE-A
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Efficiency analysis  A type of evaluation 
research that compares program costs to 
program effects; it can be either a cost-benefit 
analysis or a cost-effectiveness analysis

Cost-benefit analysis  A type of evaluation 
research that compares program costs to the 
economic value of program benefits


